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Too Much Too Much: Young Polish Designers in Stockholm 
In the beginning of February, Culture.pl, in cooperation with the Polish Institute in Stockholm, will showcase works by young Polish designers during the Too Much Too Much. Part of the popular Greenhouse Section at the Stockholm Furniture & Light Fair, the exhibition will present works by the Faculty of Design at the Academy of Fine Arts in Warsaw, which was selected from dozens of design schools from around the world. 
Each year, the Greenhouse section of the Stockholm Furniture & Light Fair – the biggest and the most important Scandinavian design fair – exhibits the works of new designers and the most talented students of the world's best design schools. The section is primarily dedicated to Scandinavian artists, and thus the schools of this region have priority when applying. Education in the field of industrial design in Scandinavia is of remarkable quality and thus it sets trends in both mainstream design thinking and the design schools of the world, making the Greenhouse even more elite. All of the presentations are carefully selected by the fair's jury.

The exhibition at the Stockholm fair is a great opportunity for young designers to gain essential work experience, to make new business connections and to present their works to future partners, producers and clients. The 2015 exhibition will showcase pieces by 33 independent designers and students from 30 design schools – including the Faculty of Industrial Design of the Warsaw Academy of Fine Arts, which is the first Polish school ever to qualify for the Greenhouse exhibition, a great distinction in itself.
The Faculty of Industrial Design is one of Poland’s top design schools. It specializes in teaching the skills required for product and clothing design and visual communication. Representing a high level of both education and professionalism, the faculty was ranked 13th out of American and European academies in the 2013 Red Dot Design rating.
– Today, we live in a world dominated by objects – we are surrounded, constantly overwhelmed by new things, we are constantly under the pressure of change. More and more often, we tend to own things, than actually use them. When choosing specific products, we are often motivated not by real needs, but by trivial matters, such as style or trends.  If we would stop for moment to think about the labor-intensive process of designing, manufacturing and distribution, it seems that a product – once created – should be permanent and to play a special role in our lives – explains Magda Kochanowska, curator of the Too Much Too Much exhibition and lecturer at the Faculty of Design at the Academy of Fine Arts in Warsaw, Poland. – The  Too Much Too Much exhibition takes a critical look at objects of everyday use, which we need daily, but which are constantly under the pressure of change. Too Much Too Much will invite our audience to a discussion about the objects that surround us.  The works on display may be subject to reflection on the challenges facing modern design.
The Too Much Too Much exhibition will present three sets of works created by students from the Faculty of Design at the Academy of Fine Arts in Warsaw, Poland. Each set is comprised of three objects: a lamp, a piece of furniture and a piece of clothing. Each item represents  a different formal language and creates a coherent composition refering to three specific ideas: simplicity, chaos and elasticity. 
Simplicity is characterized by objects created with the use of only one type of material, which gives is a form and structure. Works in the Chaos category are objects, which in their own way break the rules. Elasticity, in turn, presents objects, which can change their form or their function.
The exhibition will feature works by Jan Lutyk, Jakub Marzoch, Karolina Mikołajczyk, Kamila Niedźwiedzka, Delfina Petkow, Anna Pogudz, Katarzyna Skórzyńska, Monika Smaga, Krzysztof Smaga and Nikodem Szpunar.
- In 2014, we presented our Collective Unconciousness Collection in the Greenhouse Section in Stockholm (…) Our presentation was very well received and was by the Scandinavian audience as well as critics. Thanks to the presentation in the Greenhouse Section, we were able to establish many valuable contacts In Scandinavia. – write Ewa Bochen and Maciek Jelski from Kosmos Projekt.
In the second half of February, the exhibition will be on display at arena Design in Poznań, Poland. arena Design is the only business meeting place for manufacturers and designers, as well as space for the presentation of the most recent trends in the field of design. The 7th edition of the fair will take place February 17th-20th, 2015. 
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The goal of Culture.pl, the Adam Mickiewicz's flagship brand, is to promote Poland and Polish culture abroad. Through the presentation of high-quality initiatives and events in the fields of art, music, and design, Culture.pl aspires to introduce an international audience to contemporary Polish culture.  The Culture.pl website provides daily fresh information on the most exciting Polish cultural events worldwide; it is also the biggest and most comprehensive source of knowledge about Polish culture. A special section dedicated to Polish design includes information about the latest trends, and the newest projects by Polish designers – the young and up-and-coming and the well-established and world-renowned.

Worldwide promotion of Polish design and its continuous support is one of the Adam Mickiewicz Institute’s main priorities. Design serves as a platform for the presentation of contemporary Polish culture and the promotion of Polish creativity. Our success in the pursuit of this goal has been possible thanks to fruitful cooperation with such renowned partners as Salone Internazionale del Mobile (Milan), Maison&Objet (Paris), Paris Design Week, DW! Sao Paulo Design Weekend, Inno Design Tech Expo (Hong Kong), Business of Design Week (Hong Kong), Istanbul Design Week, International Furniture Fair Singapore, Design Trade (Copenhagen), London Design Festival, International Contemporary Furniture Fair (NYC), Blueprint Magazine, Icon Magazine, deezen.com and Wallpaper*.
( www.culture.pl 
The Polish Institute in Stockholm
The Polish Institute in Stockholm promotes Polish culture, science, as well as knowledge about Poland and works to facilitate networking between Swedish and Polish artists, opinion leaders, and cultural institutions. 
The Polish Institute is the initiator or partner of numerous cultural projects throughout Sweden, organizes study tours to Poland and facilitates networking for Polish representatives from cultural institutions while in Sweden.

The Polish Institute is a non-profit institution serving under the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Poland, whose activity is based on the idea of close collaboration with Polish and Swedish partners and Polish-Swedish dialogue.  
In May 2009, the Institute moved from a historic building in the Östermalm area, to an office in the artistic, lively district of Södermalm.  

On www.polskainstitutet.se we present information about the Institute’s current projects, trailers for upcoming events as well as links to interesting Polish websites. The Institute is also active on Facebook, the Swedish journalistic website Newsdesk and on You Tube.

( www.polskainstitutet.se
PARTNERS
The Faculty of Design at the Academy of Fine Arts in Warsaw
The Faculty of Design at the Academy of Fine Arts in Warsaw is one of the most important design schools in Poland. The Faculty specializes in teaching skills related to product design, visual communication as well as fashion. 
The extensive program, which includes applied arts, basics of technology design, as well as issues related to design which uses modern, advanced technologies – both the kind in use today, as well as kinds that are ahead of their time. The Academy places a strong emphasis on design methodology, a sensitivity to a variety of associated social, cultural and environmental contexts, and an ethical attitude towards shaping the environment around us, as well as issues as related to the development of new products and their lifecycles.
The course consists of lectures, seminars and consultations (tutoring). The courses are taught by practicing designers, which gives students the opportunity to be in direct contact with the realities of work as a professional designer. It is also important, that each lab works closely with external partners (companies, universities, etc.), and the department shapes their educational program, inspired by the experiences of foreign universities.
The Faculty teaches practical methodological and creative skills, while providing a wide range of knowledge and ideas about designing. All of this serves to show students a variety of opportunities for career development and to prepare of each student to be an independent designer.

→ www.asp.waw.pl
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